Reader Response Theory

Reader Response Theory:


Theory concerned with the relationship b/t text and reader and reader and text, 
with emphasis on the different ways in which a reader participates in the course of 
the reading a text
.  Reader response theory aims to free the reader from the 
authority of the text and author.  It focuses on the reader’s personal interactions 
with the text and sees reading as an active state in which one alternately questions 
and accepts components of the text.  Readerly interpretation depends on personal 
experience, values, reading ability and mood.  Texts are not unitary, but are 
comprised of “gaps” which the reader must supply missing connections.  A text 
is full of “indeterminacies”, elements that depend for their effect upon the 
reader’s interpretations
.   

Student Tasks:

1. Who are the most influential proponents of this type of critical theory?

2. What are some of the major concepts, ideas, characteristics, etc., of this type of theory?  How does one employ/use these concepts?

3. What kinds of questions would a reader response reading of a text produce/pose/employ, or kinds of explorations does a reader response reading encourage?

4. What are the strengths of this type of reading practice?

5. Does the group see or feel that there are some weaknesses in this type of reading?   

� This assignment would not be possible without the support, knowledge, and expertise of Carol Ricker-Wilson.


Ricker-Wilson, Carol. “Critical What.” TDSB Professional Development. TDSB. Toronto, 16 February 2007.


� Cuddon, J.A. The Penguin dictionary of Literary Terms and Literary Theory 4th ed. Toronto: Penguin Books, 1999.


� Ricker-Wilson, Carol. “Critical What.” TDSB Professional Development. TDSB. Toronto, 16 February 2007. 





